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Reston is not an incorporated town with its own ordinances. Instead, Reston’s legal 
framework for the Planned Residential Community (PRC) area is the Reston Deed and its 
restrictive covenants. These covenants require all residential and commercial property 
owners to meet specific design guidelines before making any exterior changes and are 
aimed at seeking a harmonious balance among structures, vegetation, and topography.  

 
The Reston Association (RA) established the Design Review Board (DRB) as an 
independent RA agency and charged it with maintaining design standards for residential, 
public use, recreational, and commercial properties within the PRC. 

 
Ø It is the DRB that sets and enforces design guidelines for all exterior improvements, 

redevelopments, structural alterations, property usages, external signage, and trees 
and vegetation.  

 
Residential property owners must get approval from the DRB before making any exterior 
changes. In addition to meeting Reston-wide guidelines, many owners also must comply 
with guidelines set by their cluster or condo associations on size, style, color, and materials. 
If the changes being proposed meet those cluster- or condo-specific guidelines, generally all 
that’s needed is to inform the DRB in writing. For changes not covered by cluster or condo 
guidance, formal DRB approval is a must. 

 
Commercial property owners in the PRC also must comply with DRB guidance, including 
for any new or redevelopment proposals. In such cases, DRB guidance mandates that 
commercial property owners must submit a formal application, including notifying all 
nearby cluster and condo association boards of the proposed development.  
 
Ø It is important to note that development projects in most of Reston Town Center 

(RTC) and the Transit Station Area (TSA) along the Dulles Toll Road do not fall under 
the DRB’s jurisdiction.   

 
The DRB posts all applications, both residential and commercial, as well as meeting 
agendas, final meeting minutes, and videos of the full DRB monthly session on its website 
(see sidebar for links). Reston residents may attend DRB meetings as observers, though 
public comment is generally not solicited. 

 
For questions about DRB requirements or process, please read the DRB’s Application 
Review Procedures or email the DRB at drb@reston.org. 

 


