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Reston’s Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Committee 

The Reston Planning and Zoning Committee, or simply the Reston P&Z, is charged with 
reviewing proposed development and redevelopment projects in Reston’s Planned 
Residential Community (PRC) area. Proposed projects in Reston Town Center (RTC) and 
the Transit Station Areas (TSA) are not required to present their plans to the P&Z but 
many do so voluntarily and adjust their plans at least somewhat to reflect P&Z input.  

Ø While the P&Z Committee is an advisory body with no statutory authority, Fairfax 
County boards, including the Planning Commission, respect its judgments and 
have invited P&Z members to attend hearings and deliver the Committee’s official 
opinion on Reston projects under consideration.  

The P&Z has 15 members who serve staggered 3-year terms and 3 associate members 
who serve 1-year terms. Any Reston resident over the age of 18 may apply to join. 
Meetings are held at least monthly on the third Tuesday at the North County 
Governmental Center beginning at 7:30. The Hunter Mill District Planning 
Commissioner, Reston Association’s Land Use Planner, and the Hunter Mill Supervisor’s 
Legislative Assistant also attend the meetings, which are all open to the public.  

The meeting agenda may include up to three presentations, designated as either 
“informational” or “vote.” Developers representing the scheduled projects send P&Z 
members in advance detailed informational packages, including architectural drawings, 
plat designs, landscaping details, and other information relevant to the discussion.  

Ø These packages are generally not posted on the P&Z website; however, those 
submitted to the Reston Design Review Board can be found on the DRB website. 
(See FAQ sheet on the DRB for more information.)  

At a typical P&Z meeting, developer representatives walk through a slide presentation 
covering the main aspects of the project or, if the project has already been before the P&Z, 
the key changes that have been made to address P&Z input. After the presentation, P&Z 
members in turn offer additional comments or raise questions about the project.  

Ø P&Z member comments focus on building height, building materials and colors, 
open space accessibility, parking options, environmental impact and abatement 
(stormwater runoff and green roofs, for instance), and density.  

Ø The floor is then opened for questions and comments from Reston residents, who 
may also send comments in writing via the P&Z website.  

The meeting closes with a quick wrap-up of the key points requiring additional work or 
changes (for informational projects) or a P&Z vote to approve or disapprove (for vote 
projects). Once a vote has been taken, the project does not return to the P&Z again. 


