
Question Walter Alcorn Laurie Dodd Shyamali Hauth Parker Messick Maggie Parker

1.  The Fairfax County Planning 
Commission voted unanimously 
to reject a proposal to increase 
the population cap in Reston's 
Planned Residential Community 
(PRC) areas to a number greater 
than 13 persons per acre. The 
Board of Supervisors then voted 
unanimously to "indefinitely 
defer" action on this proposal. 
Do you agree with the 
Planning Commission that 
there should be no increase 
in the overall density of the 
PRC?

Yes. The Planning Commission 
correctly noted that many concerns 
expressed by the community should 
be included in the comprehensive 
plan, not the zoning ordinance.  This 
thinking is consistent with the op-ed 
I wrote in the Washington Post last 
year, see 
https://www.walteralcorn.com/op-
ed/wapo-op-ed/

Yes. As I testified before the Board 
of Supervisors in January 2019, the 
zoning amendment that would 
increase the PRC density from 13 to 
15 persons per acre was not in the 
best interests of Reston. That 
proposal was ill-conceived, with 
drastic changes to the zoning of the 
Village Centers that were not 
accompanied by any planning to 
develop infrastructure. The Board 
made the right decision to 
indefinitely defer the proposal, which 
should never be revived. 

Yes .This is an issue which 
should be matched with our 
review of the Master Plan and 
existing/planned development.

Yes. There should be no increase 
on the density cap for the PRC. I 
was proud to speak out against 
this at the planning commission 
meeting, and was very happy to 
see that the measure was gotten 
rid off (at least for now). Going 
forward we will need to have 
serious discussions as a 
community as to what Reston’s 
population should be. Currently 
there is no population cap and 
without one we will eventually 
become like Tyson’s, the 
question will simply be how long 
until we get to that point.

I agree with the Planning 
Commission's full motion and its 
three add-on motions which can 
be read in the verbatim whose 
link can be found here:  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/pla
nningcommission/sites/planningc
ommission/files/assets/document
s/pdf/2019%20verbatims/verbati
m21319zoarticle6restonprcdistri
ct-deconly.pdf
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2.  The Reston Master Plan 
specifically supports there being 
two full sized (18 hole) golf 
courses in Reston. Fairfax County 
guidelines also call for at least 
two golf courses in Reston. 
Do you support maintaining 
a firm and unwavering line 
on maintaining existing 
zoning laws that will ensure 
Reston has adequate open 
space, specifically to 
include two 18-hole golf 
courses? 

Yes. The important document for 
maintaining the golf courses and 
maintaining open space is the 
adopted comprehensive plan, not the 
zoning ordinance. During the past 
decade we have transitioned from a 
community guided by the Reston 
Master Plan to one now guided 
primarily by the adopted 
comprehensive plan for Reston.  
During the recent comprehensive 
plan task force discussion there was 
broad consensus for maintaining the 
golf courses, and the resulting 
adopted comprehensive plan for 
Reston explicitly states that golf 
courses are the designated use for 
both of those properties.  I do not 
support changing that designation.

Yes. As the only candidate who testified 
before the Board of Supervisors in 2015 
to protect Reston National Golf Course 
from development, I will continue to 
stand strong to preserve our open 
spaces. Residents value the recreational 
green space at Reston’s two golf courses: 
the 164-acre Hidden Creek Country 
Club, and the Reston National Golf 
Course, a 166-acre certified Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary program golf 
course in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.   Virginia courts have ruled 
that "the land use designation of both 
properties is private recreation use, 
more specifically to remain as golf 
courses" under the Reston Master 
Plan, and no owner can build there 
without going through the full process to 
change the zoning. The new owners of 
Reston National Golf Course, Weller 
Development Co. and War Horse Cities, 
bought the property with full knowledge 
of its legal status. If elected, I will hold 
the line to maintain the existing zoning 
for these green spaces, which provide 
wildlife habitat and environmental 
benefits as well as recreation. As Robert 
E. Simon, founder of Reston, said in 
August  2015, "The Reston National Golf 
Course area should remain as open 
space forever." The same applies to 
Hidden Creek Country Club.

Yes. I have been a strong 
supporter of the open 
spaces/golf courses in Reston. 
We need to preserve green 
space and our wildlife habitat 
which is environmentally sound, 
while also providing recreational 
and natural spaces for residents 
to use. I have the endorsement 
of John Pinkman, a co-founder of 
Rescue Reston. We use the 
pathways through the Reston 
National Golf Course as do 
many residents of south Reston 
so I understand the importance 
of our green space.

Yes. The golf courses are zoned 
as golf courses, and I will make 
sure that they stay that way. No 
matter who buys either of golf 
courses now or in the future, as 
supervisor I will fight them. I will 
not give one inch and let them 
influence the Board of 
Supervisors in order to get their 
changes. Both of the golf courses 
will remain golf courses going 
forward. That said I will strongly 
consider having the park 
authority buy Hidden Creek 
using the proffers made from 
Reston development projects 
that have already occurred, so 
that it could be made into a 
public golf course so more 
people could enjoy it.

I support the Comprehensive 
Plan.
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The Fairfax County Master Plan 
specifically emphasizes the vital 
need for citizen input on land use 
issues. Do you support 
having a balanced 
composition (local private 
citizens and local business 
persons) to any task force, 
working group or similar 
committee dealing with 
land use and development 
matters? 

Yes. When I was a member of the 
County Planning Commission I 
brought citizens into the several key 
decision-making processes (e.g., the 
Infill Development policy, residential 
development criteria, Tysons 
replanning), including after task 
forces had become unbalanced 
towards development interests.  If 
elected Hunter Mill Supervisor I 
would look to strengthen the 
processes for getting citizen input 
into the development review process 
at all levels - comp plan, zoning and 
where legally permitted site plan 
reviews.

Yes. Any task force, working group, or 
similar committee dealing with land 
use and development matters must 
have a balance of local private 
citizens and local business people in 
order to represent our community. 
When local residents are 
underrepresented, the community 
can easily lose confidence in the 
process.  The interests of businesses 
who profit from development should 
not be allowed to outweigh the 
interests of local residents. As 
supervisor, I will see that such 
working groups are well balanced, 
and I will work to ensure that a 
diversity of residents are involved.

Yes. This is absolutely essential. 
As a community organizer, I 
know the value of working with 
those whose lives are impacted 
daily.

Yes. Having private citizens and 
local businesses more involved 
with the process is necessary for 
the board to know what the 
people of Reston want. As 
Hunter Mill’s supervisor I would 
be constantly interacting with 
the community not only through 
task forces, but many other 
means as well such as holding 
public forums often. I believe our 
supervisor must be constantly 
getting the people’s input on 
each and every new potential 
development project, so that we 
do not build one more building 
that the community does not 
want.

Yes.

3.  In recent years a number of 
development applications have 
requested and been granted 
waivers to zoning and other 
regulations and guidelines meant 
to promote safety, accessibility, 
and the quality of life and 
esthetics of Reston. This has 
resulted in the loss of open space, 
crowded roadways, noise and 
light pollution and unaesthetic 
buildings. 
Do you support the 
elimination of granting such 
waivers as a matter of 
common practice and 
requiring strict compliance 
with building and zoning 
ordinances to preserve the 
essential nature of Reston 
and the remainder of 
Fairfax County? 

I do not support granting waivers 
that would in any way damage the 
essential nature of Reston, but I 
would need to have a discussion with 
CPR to understand exactly what 
waivers are of concern.  Is it the 
waiver of the requirement for public 
streets greater than 600' approved in 
1986 that helped enable Boston 
Properties to monopolize ownership 
of the core of Reston Town Center?  
Waivers on building heights, or on 
transitional screening/barrier 
requirements?  Of some other type 
of waiver?  I would need to know 
which waivers are of concern before 
answering that question. 

Zoning ordinances and other 
regulations go through a 
comprehensive review before they 
are enacted, to see that they meet 
the needs of the community and the 
county, particularly in the areas of 
safety, accessibility, and aesthetics. 
Waivers should be uncommon, 
granted only when a need can be 
demonstrated and when the waiver 
will not cause a negative impact on 
the community. I will not rubber-
stamp applications for waivers from 
county policies.

Yes. Yes. The waivers that have been 
granted in the past have been a 
betrayal towards our community. 
Destroying our green and open 
spaces, and making our roads 
more crowded is not what the 
people of Reston want. Reston is 
a planned community and that 
plan needs to reflect the wishes 
of the citizens, and not be 
changed constantly to meet the 
will of the developers.

No. I support compliance with 
the laws of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and Fairfax County.
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4.  A position on the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors is a 
demanding and time - consuming 
undertaking. 
If you are elected to the 
Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors will you resign 
from all other jobs and 
make the County Supervisor 
position your exclusive and 
full-time job? 

No.  Like 4 of the current 10 
members of the Board of 
Supervisors I would continue limited 
outside employment, and would 
hope to do so while we still have 
college-age kids in the tradition of 
then-supervisor Gerry Connolly.  I 
will devote all the time necessary to 
serve the citizens and address the 
issues of the Hunter Mill District.   

Yes. I have already dropped my 
private law practice down to 
just two cases, continuing to 
advocate for children from two 
families that I have represented for 
years. If elected, my work as County 
Supervisor will be my full-time job. I 
am eager to be an advocate for the 
residents of Hunter Mill district.

Yes. This position is critical to 
our community. This will be my 
exclusive and fulltime job.

Yes. If elected to the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors it 
will be full time job, and only job. 
Serving the people of this 
district will be my number one 
priority.

No. I support the current 
governance ethic of the Board of 
Supervisors.

5.  One of the key concerns for 
residents of Reston and the 
Hunter Mill District more 
generally is the delay between the 
approval of developments and the 
availability of funding and 
implementation of planned 
infrastructure and schools to 
support the increased number of 
residents associated with the 
approved developments. 
If you are elected to the 
Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors will you support 
legislation by the Virginia 
General Assembly to 
authorize Fairfax County to 
more effectively maintain 
infrastructure in phase with 
development? 

Yes. I have long supported state 
authorization of an adequate public 
facilities ordinance similar to the one 
in Montgomery County, but the 
power of the development lobby in 
Richmond has stymied those 
proposals for decades.  While 
continuing to advocate for that 
change in the General Assembly I 
also support putting 
development/infrastructure phasing 
language into an updated 
comprehensive plan for Reston.   

Yes. It does not make sense to 
approve additional development, 
whether residential or commercial, 
without ensuring that there are 
enough roads, sidewalks, schools, 
parks, public safety services, and 
other infrastructure elements to 
meet the projected needs of the new 
residents or businesses. Yet Virginia 
law makes such coordination difficult 
at best. I will push for legislation in 
the General Assembly to coordinate 
infrastructure with development.

Yes. I would strongly advocate 
for a relaxation of the Dillon 
Rule and to allow more county 
level discretion on infrastructure 
maintenance and development. I 
have a strong relationship with 
many of our legislators in 
Richmond through my advocacy 
on the ERA which would help in 
my ability to negotiate on behalf 
of Fairfax County and the 
Hunter Mill District.

Yes. It is terrible that we keep 
allowing more development 
without keeping up with the 
infrastructure demands 
alongside it. I personally have 
experienced the overcrowding 
in our schools, and have taken 
many classes in trailers. We as a 
community have felt the massive 
burden of the every increasing 
traffic. We must make sure that 
development does not outpace 
our infrastructure and I will 
work with our elected officials in 
Richmond to see this happen.

No.
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Optional Candidate's 
Statement:

Managing growth and funding 
education are my top 2 priorities, 
and making sure growth is focused 
around transit and protecting green 
spaces and neighborhoods 
everywhere else is what got me into 
this race.  We already have more 
than 15 million square feet of 
development approved around 
Wiehle and future Reston metro 
stations, and we must hustle to 
address existing infrastructure 
failures like intersections on Sunrise 
Valley during rush hour.  This will not 
be easy.  In their endorsement of me 
the Washington Post noted that "No 
candidate is better equipped than 
Mr. Alcorn....to negotiate the thorny 
debates over development in 
Reston." 

I will be the voice of our 
residents on the Board of 
Supervisors

I want to make sure that going 
forward all development 
projects pass two litmus tests. 
Does a given development 
project meet the approval of the 
community, and does it benefit 
the community. If not it should 
not be built. The Hunter Mill 
Supervisor needs to protect 
Reston from developer greed, 
and stand up if for the wishes of 
the people of Reston. If elected I 
will make sure that there will be 
constant interaction with the 
people in order to get a proper 
evaluation of everyone’s 
opinions regarding each 
development project.


